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Moroccan
artist Yamou:

"We need

to Ivent
another way
of living

has placed nature at the heart
ol his work for decades

Deenlive Marray Lo o

The paintings of Moroccan
artist Abderrahim Yamou
ghve a fresh and somcetimes

startling perspective

on the wonders of the
natural world, Yamou,

it seems, notices detalls
which most miss — so,a
sevdd Is portrayed in all its
splendor and given the same

prominence as a tree irunk
or a llower. It's ke walking

into a new dimension,

where normal proportions
and perspeciives no

longer apply.

Yanwon says his scienoe background
shapes] bis acuite obsernition ol
nature, As an undergraduate, be
stidied haology af the University

of Tonalose, bedore carmilng

Ehe Fremch equivalent of n
Aaster s dermee inLhe Bistoey af

O EETIPOrary art i A onoco ag
Lhee Sorbemme. [ wsrsn' o] 155805,

hiwever, agedd 27, st e decided 10
coanaral imesetf fully boar.

Taooal s ImaEination is also
fires] by his hoime L of Momoeon,

Ham in Casablanca in 1958, e
sl o lesnme towants art

fromm an early age, drawing on
Ay surface he conld find. This
artisdic dive ddnT coms [rom his
father — a bdind lottery vendor
— at his mother 1 was bocn in

i hmbde, respectfud and cartng
environmient,” he tells Arab

M, bl he weas grven e
space bn be creative, as reflected
i the wide range of medinms he
uses. Apart from has paintings.
Yamou a0 cresles ':-l:."II.I[:II'lll'I.'-':-
mspired by traditiona] Afrcan
arl. meos1 potably N Ronle
statuettes from Has Congo,

He descrihes o, sarly om, he
slarted “waorkine with sorth”

“1 mixed the earth with glue
anil spread it out on a wooden

surface, When [ kneaded this
malerial, 1 had a wish in se=

A gteen shwsd. Bl Lshl wis
impossille becamse U gl
aterilized the =oll” he says, “My
enterest in plands, gardens and

irees siems fram
this time anad alsn

s s rools n Lhe
sivikl hy o Ao,

where preen
aymbsedizes Hife and
survival!

He: has meadniaioed
thal interesi
ever since, It
i particulardy
chear in his serles
*Hranches" and
“Chloraphyll”

Of the farmer,
b says: “1 was
interesicd in the
murement and

direciion that &
branch takes to po
towards lehd. Omn
thiis jouirney, Lhee
plant undergoes
canpsirainis which

foree the branches
o conior in

5 |

%)

pider (o move forward. [ liave

olserved dhese comtortions a lal
i fay panden and [ find them

aesthetically beautiful

i Py

of ¢fort and dancing resstanoe”
Iscussing “Molecule FL" a

painting from the *Chloqophyll™

series, he explains I am

mlerestexl i the inlerior ol plants
< the moletules thst constingte

them and the atoms of chlsrophylL

In tluls painiing, bramclses, seeds,
flowers amd atomes coexist. My

view of malure 1= much more
poretic Eluan hotanical.”

Yamaou currently davedes
his time between Pards and
Tahanmaoui, a village south of
Marrakesh, near the foot of the
Aflas Mouniains. But the place
he: most loves ta be, he savs, is
his stisdio

“Excepd lor external
constraints, | like o be in thee

workabop overy dayv. 10s a place

af Teseareh and chosen solisode,

§ keep the mgor and constancy
i Yy foesmer seientifie stadies”
Yams cxgHains.

His olose olsrrvation of nalwne

o many years bhas bed Yomou to
form soame came fully conssdered

cpiniens about how et to ook
after our planet.

“We are all aware of the growing
erviranmsenlal concerns., Dul 1o

reverse this, wo pecd e ihan
awareness,” he savs “We peed

bk et another way af Byving:
we nessd Eo make more room for
L otler imbiabitants of the eartly

all the ather living things. the
Bora anc launa. We need 1o reakbize

Ehewt plamnts and ankmals are also
imhahitants of this planet and that

Ly presence coidribiles to Dwe
Fiohal balance. Whe misd rrachuakly
resdace the numyher of hunsans on
earth amd leam o live with less
— gxecpl for thoss Wl have
nothing or very little®
He ereoiraees psegle
fo persevere with their
personal efforts 1o
profect the planet, as
each and every acbon is
% wortliwhile and baidlds a
% maomentum for change.
: “While wadting for
ceillective action (o take
ClTe, 1S IeH s ies
Eo proweed individually
Lo reechinde all Ut appsesrs
harmifual ti us” he concheles,
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WHATS ON TR CINEMAS

Bing 2

Vaoice cast:
Hepne

Withersmaon,

Scarkety
Johanssan

Directar; Garth
JETings

In the sequed
ba 20 's “Sing,” Buster Moon
hies Do Tamecus for his rsw
theater. But when o tolent scout

Faf Redshone City Cwhans atars
are moade) s urnderateimead by

hig new shaw, Buster and the gang
checicls o wow the workd agein

The Kindred

Starring: Sprd
Foprnsgn, James
Coemo, Patrick
Bargin
Director Jarmia
Fatterzon

Fslen Tulst =
beirarwily pragrsant
wihen ghs has g o accident and
B i & G, She wakss o
fand thot sha s a mather, and

that har Fatler has Klled Frrseall
Helan Depgins (0 aes the ghasta of
chidren whom she suspacths har
Fatter ol murdeding

Father
Christmas is
Back

Starring:
Ehzabwth Hurkay,
John Clespe

Directors: Wik
Dasie, Philope
Mortnez.

Britizh comeady about a group of
Four achilt Setars spanding thea
holdays at & mansion n the north
of England. They ora jained by their
estranged Fathar, Jarmsas, Tor the
fret thme i decades, mnd difcouer

iy it W TL in this st lace,

Radioactive

Fikm, Sam Rilay,
Aneurn Bamard
Armya Tendar-day
Director

Marane Satrap

Biopic tallng
the extradrdinay tale of tha
plonsering scientist Marie
Cairke — th furet wiaman Lo win
a fobal P, her disoovery of
radicactivity and hed strugees
t b takan sericusly by the
spientific community,

B Survive the
Gameo

Btorring: Hruce
Wills, Chad
Michas| Murroy

Director: Jaimas
Cull=rn Brescachk

b wtamcked S,
hig partner ard

A Farmn-caming “troubiked” warbdran
fape= a gang of dnag dealers inthis
orirra thrlllar. Though culnmibaned,
e tre eosat “sieatth, ermarts and
marksmandhip.®

sl

Mait Ross Amman

There™ soame g a bl
discombiobulating about
walching Beneclicd Cumvhertatch

swagzering through the Montana
monmdams in = 1he Power of the

D™ — the latest mevvie ron New
Lealand direcior Jane Caomgeaon.
sotne of the British actors

mosl notable perfformances,
remeember, Bave him as a man of
rxtranrlinary precision and pods:
Characterisikes thad are a loig way
From his portrayal of rancher Phl
Hurbank. Thai said, sich a sense
of sHght discomfort anly serves
Campenn's movie, belpimg to buiald
A 5egse of sometlung ool guolte
right at Ehe beart of ber adapintion

McPhaa and Banadict Cumbartintch in “Tha Fower of thae Dog.” Mall e

Kedi

REVIEW

Benedict Cumberbatch plays against type in “The Power of the Dog’

of Thomas Siveees 1967 Western
novel, sl in RS

Phil and his brother Gesorge
Llessio Memions) ran & success{il
ranch. Phil is the practical one,
turning lis hand for kntfe) to
anything that peeds doing and
Erid lelimg & sy rappost wikth
the mnch hameds. He calls Georgr
‘fat=c” all the time, and mocks his
brother's aspirations of cimbing
the socictal bedeler,

When Georgpe marmies snidosved
i ewner Kose [Rirsten Dhinsstl,
Phil suzspects she's only after
his money. Ancd when lose aned

her oddball, effeminate son
Peter (Koudi Smid-MePhee) come
tin live at the rancli, PR turiss
mwardly hostibe to the pair of

tleem, driving Kese to drink and
tanenting Peler’s academic pursiits

aiml Bk of wilclerieess shillis, Flidl

offiers io fake Peter wiwler his
wing, beaching the boy 1o ricde

Cumberbatch ploys Phil
with such sophisticated
menace that we're

piver sure 5 his interesi

in Peter is benesyolenit.

Al uirgiang him to ‘man up' and
Lhrowy offT Elwe infuence of his
mollveoddling meother,

Cumberhatich plays Phil with
slch snplei s EcaEd menace
that we're ever sure il his

Inberest in Peter is benevoleni,
o part of a more sindsier plan
Smil-McPhee, also, imbusrs
Peter with such ecoeniricity
that its never cleir how gemiine

luis foal-like Innooeree really
i5 — an ever-present unknown

Pt Carmpdon &Ry wields
throsaghout the movies long
rimtime LS minutcsl

“The Power al the Dog®™ = also
staggeringly beautifal, with
the mlling hills of New Zealand
staruding in for Montang el
providing breathtaling backdrops
Iy Lhie sboey's very huaman

dvamics, While the final act drags
its feed ever so slightly, the flm

reFnaines 4 stylish masterclass (6
shoa-burm characier developameml.



